
Spring is Near! 

 

And it is time to start fertilizing your houseplants. Many indoor plants do not 

need to be fertilized frequently—just every 1-3 months March to September. 

Excess fertilizer can burn plants by increasing the salt concentration to harm-

ful levels. Too much fertilizer will also result in sudden growth that can’t be 

supported by a plant’s restricted root system. Over watering can be just as 

bad—excess water will displace air in the soil and deprive roots of oxygen. 

Make sure your containers have adequate drainage—if there is no drainage 

hole, create one. 

 

This year is moving fast, and so much has happened since January 1. It’s 

hard to imagine that it is already March! Angie Allison has joined the Exten-

sion team as the new 4-H Educator here at the Jefferson County office, and 

we are excited to have her on board! Come on by the office and say hello to 

our latest member! 

 

We have some exciting programs coming up here in Extension just in time 

for spring—from cultivating mushrooms to accessible gardening to farm lia-

bility. A full listing of programs can be found in this newsletter or on the coun-

ty Extension’s Facebook page (@JeffCoExtension). 
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THIS WINTER HAS BEEN TOUGH ON COWS! 
By Mark Landefeld, OSU Extension Monroe County 

We should monitor our livestock’s body condition scores to insure the feed being provided coincides with what we see in our live-

stock’s physical appearance. 

Timid animals may not always get enough nutrients even though we are providing them. Our calculations could be wrong also. We 

hear about so many 1000-1200 pound cows, but there are very few of them at my place. Of my mature cows, more will tip the scale 

over 1200 lbs. than under and my 2nd calf heifers will be the only ones in that 1000-pound plus range. Therefore, unless we have 

separated everybody into the proper groups and fed accordingly, body condition scores may be changing if we are not very observant. 

Stockpiled grass at my farm did not last nearly as long as I expected it to this year. Poor hay quality 

from 2018 has been discussed in about every publication and every loafing spot farmers hang-out at, 

so I think we should be aware that Dr. Boyles information needs put to use, especially this winter! 

The Fact Sheet link listed below gives great detail about understanding Body Condition Scoring and 

how to use it so I will not go into detail about it here. However I want to use three of the pictures, body 

condition score number 4, 5 and 6 because I think they are very relevant to many producers across 

Ohio, maybe the nation, this winter/today. 

Normally my cows look like number 6’s (some 7’s) in January, even into late February, as calving sea-

son begins. However, this year is different. I think the cows were their normal number 6+ in late No-

vember/early December, but the cold rains and mud they have dealt with the past two months is taking 

its toll. Even though my hay test numbers showed adequate nutrients for middle 1/3 and last 1/3 of 

pregnancy, the girls are not number 6’s & 7’s today. 

I believe they are still body condition 5’s & some 6’s now, but we have the normally cold and muddy 

late February and March conditions coming yet. I don’t want 

them slipping to number 4’s before starting to supplement, be-

cause at that point I believe it may be too late to keep everyone 

on track to calve normally, provide high quality colostrum, milk 

routinely and rebreed in a timely manner. So, I’m sure many of 

you are saying that feeding concentrate feeds are expensive. You 

don’t have to tell me that because I understand completely. My 

cows have not had grain since they were replacement heifers and 

I know what feed costs. I also know it is pretty easy to estimate 

what a missed heat cycle (maybe more than one) cost me once 

the bull is turned in (see the chart below). What is much harder 

to calculate is the amount of loss from a distressed calf at calv-

ing, loss of pounds gained from poor quality colostrum and milk 

from momma because she did not have proper nutrition. 

So, what body condition are your cows in right now? When is 

your calving window to start and finish? What quality hay/feed 

have you been feeding? In addition, maybe more importantly, 

what quality is the hay you will be feeding 30-90 days after calv-

ing when the cow’s nutrient requirement will be at its peak de-

mand? Think about this; one cow missing one-heat cycle, at the 

2.5 lbs. rate of gain/day in the chart, would pay for about 10 – 50lbs. bags of concentrate feed. 

Consider all these things and use tools available like the Body Condition Scoring to keep your 

livestock on track, have strong healthy calves and be ready to rebreed in that 82-day window to 

be successful and calve on time next year. Do extra concentrate feeds seem more doable now? 

I want to mention a resource available for producers to help monitor their cow’s body condition 

score. An Ohio State University Extension Fact Sheet may be found at https://ohioline.osu.edu/

factsheet/anr-54. 
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4. Borderline thin– Forerib 

not visible, but 12th and 

13th ribs visible.  

5. Moderate – More muscle 

left. Ribs 12 and 13 not visi-

ble to the eye.  

6. Good – Smooth appear-

ance; some fat on back and 

tail. Ribs no longer visible.  

Note*- All prices were calculated using a standard price of $ 1.50/lb. Actual 
loss will be more if calves sell for more $ 1.50/lb. 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/files/2019/02/LandefeldTable0219-1q802t0.png


PAY ATTENTION TO THE FOOTPRINT OF SNOW 
By Joe Boggs, OSU Extension Hamilton County  
“The snow was endless, a 
heavy blanket on the outdoors; 
it had a way about it.  A         
beauty.  But I knew that, like 
many things, beauty could be 
deceiving.”  ― Cambria 
Hebert, Whiteout 

  
Damage to trees and shrubs 
by heavy snow and ice accu-
mulation, or by snow removal 
efforts, may produce plant 
symptoms that don't become 
evident until late spring or 
early summer.  Connecting 
cause with effect can be diffi-
cult because the source of the 
damage is long gone by the 

time symptoms appear. 

Outright branch breakage remains obvious and easy to diag-
nose.  However, serious damage to the vascular xylem may occur 
without branch breakage.  Test this for yourself by listening close-
ly as you slowly bend a winter-rigid tree branch. 

The slight cracking sounds you hear before the branch snaps isn't 
just the structural matrix failing, it's also the vascular tissue slowly 
coming apart.  This can happen to branches weighted down with 
heavy snow or ice.  If the branch doesn't break, the subtle disrup-
tion of vascular flow may not be revealed until late spring or early 
summer when leaves or needles on random branches rapidly turn 
brown. 

Snow removal efforts can also lead to difficult-to-diagnose dam-
age this coming growing season.  Of course, snow removal on 
streets, sidewalks, and parking lots is a necessity for safety rea-
sons. 

On the other hand, spring snowmelt may reveal less-than-careful 
snow removal efforts.  Large gouges in tree trucks.  Broken 
branches on both trees and shrubs.  I took pictures a few years 
ago of a large yew that had been ripped from its root moorings by 

an overzealous plow 
operator.  

The springtime 
bands of brown 
grass or browned 
shrubs next to side-
walks, driveways, 
and roadways are a 
dead giveaway that 
salt or some other 
deicing compound 
were used during the 
winter.  However, 
salt-ladened snow 
thrown by a snow 
blower may provide 
one explanation for 
plant damage 
caused by high solu-
ble salts concentra-
tions in soils far from an obvious source (e.g. sidewalks, drive-
ways, etc.). 

Sometimes, plant damage simply cannot be avoided.  The chal-
lenge will be matching cause with the effect this coming 
spring.  It's important to make notes now on where and how much 
snow was plowed into landscapes.  Was the snow-laden with 
salt?  How much and how often was a deicing chemical used?  

This is not about playing the blame game.  It's about successfully 
diagnosing the myriad of plant damage symptoms caused by 
snow, ice, or snow removal this winter that may appear this com-
ing growing season.  Written notes can provide a helpful diagnos-
tic context because our memories tend to melt away like snow. 

 

 

"Snowflakes are one of        
nature's most fragile things, 

but just look what they can do 
when they stick together." ― 

Vista M. Kelly 

IN THE GARDEN 



 

GRAZING MEETINGS &  

PASTURE WALKS 

Final winter grazing meeting of the season:  

March 28th—Carrollton Friendship Center, 100 Kensington 

Rd NE, Carrollton              6:00 PM 

 

 

For more information 

and to RSVP contact 

Carroll SWCD at  

330-627-9852 

September 26th—Jefferson County 

October 24th—Stark County 

SAVE THE DATE 

2019 Pasture Walks:   

June 27th—Carroll County 

July 25th—Columbiana County 

August 22th—Tuscarawas County 

April 25th—Carroll County 

May 23rd—Harrison County 

Final Session of the 2019 Beef 

Management School 

Photo Source: Pixabay 

The cost of the program is $5 per person per session, and pre-registration is required. Students under 18 are free. Register by 

contacting the Jefferson County Extension office at 740-264-2212 one week prior to each session. Make checks out to OSU 

Extension and mail to 500 Market Street Suite 512, Steubenville, OH 43952.  

 

 
 

Spring Pasture Management, Forage Genetics 
Speakers:  Chris Penrose, OSU Extension 

Bob Hendershot, Forage Consultant 

 

 

Monday, March 4 

7PM-9PM 
Carroll County Extension, 

Carrollton 

FARMERS’ WINTER BREAKFAST SERIES 

FRIDAY, 

APRIL 19TH 

8AM-10AM 

FRIDAY, 

MARCH 15TH 

8AM-10AM 

What Distressed Water-
sheds Mean for Jefferson 

County / Developing         
Nutrient Management Plans 

What You Need to 
Know About Farm 

Liability 

Join OSU Extension for breakfast and network with local agricultural professionals while learning about 

farm management, ag law, oil & gas, and more. There is no cost for the program, but we do ask that par-

ticipants cover their own breakfast.. Pre-registration is required. Call OSU Extension in Jefferson County 

at 740-264-2212 to register. 



Dates Topics 
  

March 11th Building Up Soils 
  

April 8th   Garden Hydrology 
  

May 6th Crop Selection & Maximizing Production 
  

June 10th Integrated Pest Management Techniques for Urban Gardens 
  

July 8th Container Gardens 
 

August 12th Native & Invasive Plants in Urban Gardens 
 

September 9th Companion Plantings & Season Extension Techniques 
 

October 14th Hydroponics & Aquaponics 
  

AgrAbility 
OHIO 

Gardening 
Accessible 

WEDNESDAY 

MARCH 13TH 
6 PM 
 

 

Puskarich Public Library 

Cadiz, OH  

For many of us, gardening is a relaxing activity. But as we age, even the simplest of garden-

ing tasks can become more difficult. Fatigue, arthritis, back pain, and other ailments can 

make a once enjoyable activity cumbersome. Join the Jefferson & Harrison County Master 

Gardener Volunteers to learn about gardening as you age. 

This program is free for Master Gardener Volunteers, $5 for non-volunteers. Pre-registration 

is required one week prior to the event. Contact OSU Extension at 740-264-2212 or send 

an email to lyon.194@osu.edu to register. 



 

Location: Harrison County Fairgrounds Commercial Building, Cadiz 
 

New applicators will need to complete an application, pay a $30 license fee, 

and register with the Ohio Department of Agriculture at  

http://go.osu.edu/pesticideexam. 

Study materials may be purchased at your local OSU Extension office or 

found online at pested.osu.edu. Contact the Jefferson County Extension 

office with questions. 

Tuesday 

March 19th, 2019 
9 A.M—1 P.M. 

Are you interested in obtaining a 

pesticide license or  fertilizer 

certification? 
Next Pesticide & Fertilizer Exam 

This workshop will cover the basics of growing your own shiitake mushrooms. 
Mushroom cultivation, while challenging, can also be a rewarding experience, 
and shiitakes are a great source of protein, vitamins, and minerals. Shiitakes are 
one of the most popular mushrooms on the market, known for their meaty flavor 
and nutritional value. Participants will have the opportunity to inoculate a log with 
shiitake inoculum to take home and cultivate their own mushrooms. 

Harrison County Fairgrounds 

Commercial Building 

500 Grant Street, Cadiz 

Space is limited to 15, so register early! 
Register by contacting Jefferson County 
Extension at 740-264-2212 or send regis-
tration forms to OSU Extension, 500 Market 
Street, Suite 512, Steubenville, OH 43952 

Cost: $25/person –   
registration includes one 
log, inoculum (plugs), 
and course handouts. 

East Ohio 

Women in Agriculture Conference 
Who should attend:  

Women and young women who are interested, involved, or want to 

become involved in food, agriculture, natural resources, or small 

business. 

This one-day conference is a great place to learn, share and net-

work.  Be surrounded by other women who are facing the same day

-to-day ups, downs, adventures and dilemmas as you. 

Friday 

March 22, 2019 

9 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. 

R. G. Drage Career    

Technical Center 

2800 Richville Drive SE 

Massillon, OH 44646 

$55 adults/ $30 Students 

Registration Deadline: March 15 

For more information call 614-292-2433 

Register online with credit card at          
go.osu.edu/eowia2019. 



 

Jefferson/Harrison  

Master Gardener Volunteers  

Seed Giveaway  

 

Saturday, March 23rd  

Steubenville Public Library 

Schiappa Branch  

12 PM—2 PM 

Interested in growing (and learning) something new this year in the garden? 

Michele Mack, Jefferson/Harrison Master Gardener will be at the Schiappa 

Library on March 23rd to answer your seed germination and biology          

questions (and hand out seeds, of course).  

 
March signals the start of Conservation in Your Backyard (formerly Backyard Food Production) monthly workshops. 

Join  us for sessions covering a range of topics, including maple syrup, invasive species, pond management, and 

much more! These  workshops are free to attend, but contact the Harrison SWCD so we know how many to expect. 

LOCATION 
 

Puskarich Public Library, 200 E Market St, Cadiz  

Meeting Room 

THURSDAY 

MARCH 7th, 2019 

6 p.m.—8 p.m. 

TUESDAY 

APRIL 2nd, 2019 

6 p.m.—8 p.m. 

March Topics 

 

Maple Syrup            

Production 

April Topics 

Woodland Invasive 

Species 

Herbic 

Conservation in                       

Your Backyard Workshops 

POND CLINIC 
THURSDAY 

MARCH 7th 
1 P.M.—3 P.M. 

Interested in learning more about pond design, stocking, and pest 

management? The Harrison Soil & Water Conservation District is    

offering a pond clinic at the Puskarich Public Library in Cadiz this 

spring!  

This is a free event, but pre-register so we have an idea of how many 

to expect. 

Call 740-942-8837 to register. 





EXTENSION’S MOST WANTED... 

 

MARCH 

3/4 Tri-County Beef Management School @ Carroll Co. Extension Office, 

Carrollton, 7pm 

3/7 Conservation in Your Backyard @ Puskarich Public Library, Cadiz, 6pm 

3/7 Pond Clinic @ Puskarich Public Library, Cadiz, 1pm 

3/11 Neighborhood Gardens @ Jefferson JVS, Bloomingdale, 7pm 

3/13 Accessible Gardening @ Puskarich Public Library, Cadiz, 6pm 

3/15 Farmers’ Winter Breakfast Series @ Murray’s Restaurant, Wintersville, 

8am 

3/19 Pesticide Exam @ Harrison County Fairgrounds, Commercial Bldg, 

Cadiz, 9am 

3/22 East Ohio Women in Agriculture Conference @ RG Drage, Massillon, 

9am 

3/23 Seed Giveaway @  Steubenville Public Library, Schiappa Branch, 

Steubenville, 12pm 

3/25 Cultivating Shiitakes Workshop @ Harrison County Fairgrounds,     

Commercial Bldg, Cadiz, 6pm 

3/28 Fertilizer Certification @ Jefferson JVS, Wintersville, 6pm 

3/28 Eastern Ohio Grazing Council Winter Meeting @ Carrollton Friendship 

Center, Carrollton, 6pm 

 

APRIL 

4/2 Conservation in Your Backyard @ Bush Property, Cadiz, 6pm 

4/8 Neighborhood Gardens @ Jefferson JVS, Bloomingdale, 7pm 

4/11 Farm Bill Summit @ Versailles HS, Versailles, OH, 6:30pm 

4/19 Farmers’ Winter Breakfast Series @ Murrays Restaurant, Wintersville, 

8am 

4/25 Eastern Ohio Grazing Council Pasture Walk, location TBA, 6pm 

SEASON CALENDAR 

THURSDAY 

March 28th, 2019 

6PM-9PM 

_________ 

 

Jefferson JVS 

1509 County Highway 22 A,  

Bloomingdale, OH 43910  

 

There is no cost for this program, 

but pre-registration is required. 

Registration deadline is Tuesday, 

March 26th, 2019. Contact our  

office at 740-264-2212 with         

questions about certification.  

Fertilizer 

Certification 

Photo 

Source: 

Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 

PALMER AMARANTH & WATER HEMP. 
This is a reminder to check for these 2 species this 

spring! Once these weeds get above 6 inches in 

height, control becomes near impossible. 

Palmer amaranth is an invasive that has been  

found in counties surrounding Jefferson. Control  

works best early in the growing season, but un-

fortunately this plant does not stand out until it is  

too late. When in doubt, have OSU Extension  

check it out! 

Waterhemp is another weed to keep an eye out for 

this spring. Much like Palmer amaranth, popula-

tions of waterhemp are resistant to site 2 (ALS) 

herbicides like glyphosate, as well as site 14 (PPO)          

herbicides.   

To tell waterhemp plants from other pigweeds, look 

for egg-shaped cotyledons, hairless stems, waxy or 

glossy appearance on seedling leaves, and long 

first true leaves that are lance-shaped. Mature plants are easier to identify 

than seedlings.  

For more information on waterhemp, visit http://go.osu.edu/

waterhempbiomgmt. Bring in suspected plants for identification!  

Bruce Ackley. The Ohio State       

University. Bugwood.org 



Ohio State University Extension Jefferson County greatly appreciates the support of the Jefferson County Commissioners: 

Dr. Thomas Graham, Dave Maple, Jr., and Thomas Gentile. 

 

Ohio State University Extension embraces human diversity and is committed to ensuring that all research and related edu-

cational programs are available to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to age, ancestry, color, disability, 

gender identity or expression, genetic information, HIV/AIDS status, military status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sex-

ual orientation, or veteran status. This statement is in accordance with United States Civil Rights Laws and the USDA. 

 

Roger Rennekamp, Associate Vice President for Agricultural Administration, Associate Dean, College of Food, Agricultural, 

and Environmental Sciences, Director, Ohio State University Extension, and Gist Chair in Extension Education and Lead-

ership. 

 

Get your newsletter in color and help us save a tree! Sign up for electronic newsletters by sending an 

email to lyon.194@osu.edu. 

Visit our publications store for field guides, books, and more!  

Publications are also available at your local Extension office. 

https://extensionpubs.osu.edu 

NEWLY         

REVISED! 

 


