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ANGIE ALLISON
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Cooperative Connection

Dear Readers,

We hope you are having a wonderful start to the New 
Year and enjoying the snowfall we’ve seen over the last 
month! Now that you have made it through a wild year for 
the history books, you may be looking forward to 2021. We 
know we are!

Over the past year, we have undergone major changes 
in the way we do programming, and moving forward into 
the new year, some of those changes will remain while 
others will eventually be lifted. A good example of this 
is the numerous recordings we now have available from 
the past year that will continue to be available into 2021. 
We will continue to make new videos and online courses 
that you can access when you need or want to, and event 
registrations will still be accessible on the web. We hope 
that sometime in the near future we will be able to go back 
to having in-person events - virtual will not be forever. Fair, 
field days, and trainings are currently on our calendars for 
the summer and fall months.

The Jefferson County Extension Office will be closed to the 
public December 21st through January 1st. Staff continue to 
work remotely to meet your needs. Please reach out to us 
through phone emails and social media contacts. We are 
still here, ready and willing to serve you…

As a general reminder - when we are able to go back to 
appointment hours, please come prepared and follow 
social distancing guidelines. We are requiring anyone 
entering the office to wear a mask - if you do not have a 
mask, one will be provided. We are also offering curbside 
assistance or can meet you on the main floor of the building 
- just call when you arrive during appointment hours and 
someone will be down to meet you. Remember - if you feel 
sick, stay home!

For a calendar of public events, see page 5. County 
Extension offices will be closed on January 1 and January 18 
for New Years and Martin Luther King Jr. Day, respectively. 
For county Extension updates, stay tuned at jefferson.osu.
edu or follow us on Facebook (@JeffCoExtension).

Have a happy New Year!

Spotted lanternfly egg masses will be present winter-long...Help us spot spotted lanternfly! 
Contact the Ohio Department of Agriculture at 614-728-6201 or use the Great Lakes Detection 

Network App to report sightings of this insect!

http://jefferson.osu.edu
http://jefferson.osu.edu
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HAY QUALITY: BEYOND PROXIMATE ANALYSES
By Dr. Jeff Lehmkuhler, Associate Extension Professor, 
University of Kentucky (Previously published in the Ohio 
BEEF Cattle Letter)

My forage colleagues and I seem to get bombarded with questions 
on forage quality and interpreting forage test results this time of year. 
The timing coincides with folks starting to feed hay and looking at 
developing supplementation programs for the cattle receiving the 
forage. Getting the forage tested for nutrient content is the first step.

Proximate analysis allows for separating a forage/feed into various macronutrient 
categories and was initially developed by German researchers in 1860. The 
components measured in the Weende analysis included: moisture, ash, crude 
protein, crude lipid, crude fiber and calculated nitrogen-free extracts. Crude 
fiber was replaced by the neutral and acid detergent fiber analyses developed 
by Dr. Peter VanSoest in the 1960’s to improve energy estimates of feedstuffs 
for ruminants as some of the cell wall is degraded by the rumen microbes. 
I am always in awe of the progress researchers have made in the nutrition 
field beginning with feed composition analyses more than 150 years ago.

The laboratory process provides us with some insight on the feed quality, 
but the energy estimates don’t always mimic the biological performance 
of a feedstuff. However, the laboratory analyses are useful in developing 
feeding programs. As an example, knowledge on the crude protein content 
of a forage can help avoid rumen nitrogen deficiencies ensuring microbial 
fermentation is optimized. I encourage everyone to test stored forages that 
will be fed this winter to help in developing supplementation strategies.

Forage test results can tell us a lot about a feedstuff. However, when 
we think about hay quality, we must go beyond the laboratory analyses. I 
see many forage test results each year, but that is where it stops. I don’t 
get to physically see the forage, touch it, smell it. I know what you are 
thinking, here he goes again off on some Ivory Tower academia discussion. 
Actually, I want to share two different real-world situations from this fall 
with you to hopefully drive home the notion that managing the hay making 
process is as or more important than the chemical component of the hay.

The first farm situation involves alfalfa hay, the queen of forages. Not many 
beef operations produce alfalfa or alfalfa/grass mix hay for beef cattle. This 
may be due to the cost of production, fertility, soil type or other factors. 
Let me set the stage. The operation weaned calves and were providing 
grass hay and grain supplement. The calves received grass hay the first 
month after weaning. A spot check of their weight taken after a month 
post-weaning reveled calves averaged 569 pounds with an average daily 
gain of 3.2 pounds. Now, these calves were eating the hay aggressively 
and some of the weight gain was a result of gut fill. However, the calves 
were doing well, eating and gaining. Exactly one week later, weights were 
taken again. On average, the calves weighed 548 pounds. They had lost an 
average of 21 pounds in 7 days! Yes, this would be an average daily gain of 
-3 pounds per day. Calves were coughing excessively; one calf was showing 
symptoms of respiratory distress five weeks post-weaning. What happened?

I did what I do in situations where weight losses like this occur. First, I checked 
the waterers. They were not fouled by manure and had a bit of feed/hay in them 
but not bad. I then looked at the hay. Bingo! This was alfalfa hay, not grass hay, 
that was offered the first four weeks. In September, a last cutting of alfalfa was 
taken and baled. However, weather conditions changed and forced the alfalfa 
to be baled before it was dry enough to store as dry hay. The farm ran out of 
the grass hay that had been fed after 4 weeks and put in this alfalfa hay which 
now was about six weeks since being baled. Mold was found throughout 
the bales and some areas were black. A general forage test wouldn’t 
have provided this type of information. We would have seen the moisture 
percentage being high giving us suspicion that it may have been moldy, but 
in a lot of situations it would have been overlooked. By attempting to salvage 
a few bales of hay, the calves lost weight, got sick and cost the operation.

The second situation involves cover crop harvested for hay. When cut at boot 
stage cover crop forages, generally cereal rye in this area, can have decent 
quality. Rye can be tricky though as it matures early and fields that are poorly 
drained make it a challenge to get rye harvested in early spring. The farm 
manager thought the hay would be decent quality in the 10-12% protein range 
and mid 50’s for TDN. This hay was being fed to lightweight backgrounding 
calves and getting calves to eat was an issue. After getting the forage test 
results, the hay was notably lower in quality than expected being only 7% 
crude protein. This category of animal is stressed from weaning, shipping, 
commingling and will often have low intakes the first few days after arrival. 
These light-weight calves are also in a lean phase of growth needing additional 
protein for muscle accretion. The diet was formulated assuming the hay is 11% 
protein, but the hay only contained 7% protein. Since the requirement for 
protein in these light-weight calves is 14-16%, the diet for these calves was 
protein deficient. This deficiency can reduce immune response and lower 
performance. Further, the NDF and ADF levels would suggest the hay was cut 
a bit mature. Lastly, upon inspection of the hay, it was also baled too wet due 
to weather. Some bales heated and caramelized which would lower protein 
and energy. Other bales were moldy and had black areas within the bales. 
When you are managing stressed light weight calves, it is critical that the 
calves want to eat, not that they are forced to eat what is provided. Calves of 
this type need soft-leaved second/third cutting grass hay that is mold free. Was 
it just the hay? No there were other management factors that were involved 
as well, however, the forage test alone would not reveal the mold issues.

Forage testing for nutrient content is always recommended to help develop 
feeding programs. However, be certain to consider anti-quality issues 
such as mold that could impact animal performance. Weather is always 
going to be a challenge when making hay. It is important to realize the 
potential trade-off of wet forage at baling to get the hay up versus the risk 
of increased growth of fungi and molds. These molds and fungi can have 
detrimental impacts on intake and animal performance. As a backgrounder 
in Oklahoma told our group when we visited his operation, don’t force your 
cattle to be Hoover vacuums cleaning up everything in the bunk even if it 
is half rotten feed. Rather manage the feeding program to provide them 
something that is palatable which they want to eat to ensure optimal health 
and performance. Have a great holiday season and stay healthy this year.
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Landscape Design: Planning for a Colorful 
Garden

By Erika Lyon, OSU Extension, Jefferson & Harrison 
Counties

I know it’s winter, but that doesn’t mean it is too 
early to start planning for the spring, summer 
and fall garden. You may have already started!

Considerations for planning should always include 
watering needs, soil fertility (don’t guess, soil test!), light, 
air circulation, surrounding vegetation, etc. But we also 
want our plants to look good in the landscape as well.

Color theory involves the art and science of, well, 
color. A gardener can create focal points that draw the 
eye when they utilize various colors that blend well 
in a landscape. However, the wrong combination of 
colors may overwhelm visitors or cause an eye sore. 

One way to select which colors work best together, whether 
it be the color of a flower or of the foliage, involves using the 
color wheel. The color wheel includes the primary colors - red, 
yellow, blue - along with the secondary colors that are made 
from combining the primary colors - purple, green, and orange. 

These colors can be further categorized as cool or warm. 
Cool colors include blues and greens that are associated 
with calm. Reds, oranges and yellows are warm colors that 
are associated with excitement. Purple can fall into either 
category depending on which other colors it is closest to. 

Color value (lightness or darkness of each color) and color 
intensity should also be factored into planning decisions. 
Tint refers to the addition of white to a color, making it 
lighter. When black is added, it is called a shade. Tones 
refer to the addition of grey. Using tints, tones and shades 
together softens the scene and reduces color intensity. 
Color intensity of a plant can be enhanced by placing it 
alongside another bright colored plant. These are important 
considerations because grouping plants by these different 
color values and intensities draw in the human eye and 
can add interest to a landscape versus using a single color.

Color schemes are known color combinations and act as 
themes for design. They attract attention in different ways 
and may include monochromatic, primary, complementary, 
pastels, analogous or riotous blends. Each scheme refers 
to a position on the color wheel that appeals to viewers.

Learn more about color theory at go.osu.edu/colorwheel. 

PESTICIDE EXAM 
INFORMATION

Due to the COVD-19 pandemic, we ask that 
every person taking the exam do a self-check 
before entering ODA’s campus or a regional 
exam location. Please take your temperature 
at home to ensure you do not have a fever. If 
you are feeling sick, please reschedule your 

exam. 

ODA has started offering regional exams in 
several counties at the Ohio State Extension 

Offices. Visit the registration link below to 
view scheduling and locations available.

	
3-hour testing sessions will be scheduled 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 

in Reynoldsburg.
9 am exam – No Building Entry Until 8:45 am
1 pm exam – No Building Entry Until 12:45 pm

Preregistration is required. No walk-ins will be 
permitted.

Face masks are required and must be worn at 
all times.

Masks are available at the security desk if needed.

Photo IDs will be required.

Pencils and calculators will be provided.

No more than 9 people will be allowed per 
session, plus a proctor.

Per OAC 901:5-11-08(A)(7), applicants must 
wait five (5) business days between testing 

sessions.

Multiple exams may be taken during a session, 
however, due to limited space, you may only 

register for one session per week.

Register for exams at 
pested.osu.edu/PrivateApplicator/testing

**Keep in mind exam sessions may be 
booked out over 2 months in advance.

See page 10 for future study sessions

Cooperative Connection

https://go.osu.edu/colorwheel
http://pested.osu.edu/PrivateApplicator/testing
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SEASON CALENDAR
JANUARY
1/5	 Winter Agricultural Outlook Meeting 3 PM
1/7	 Master Gardeners Lunch & Learn 12PM
1/8	 A Day in the Woods 10 AM
1/12	 High Tunnel Production School 12:30 PM
1/13	 Master Gardeners Happy Hour 4 PM
1/13	 Pastures for Profit Webinar 1 7 PM
1/14	 East OH Women in Ag Webinar: Taxes 12 PM
1/18	 Ohio Cow-Calf Management School 6 PM
1/19	 High Tunnel Production School 12:30 PM
1/21	 Master Gardeners Lunch & Learn 12PM
1/22	 Friday Farm Coffee Break 10 AM
1/22	 Winter Agricultural Outlook Meeting 10 AM
1/25	 Ohio Cow-Calf Management School 6 PM
1/26	 High Tunnel Production School 12:30 PM
1/26	 Ohio Cow-Calf Outlook 6:30 PM
1/27	 Master Gardeners Happy Hour 4 PM
1/28	 East OH Women in Ag Webinar: Cast Iron 	               
Cooking 12 PM

FEBRUARY
2/1	 Ohio Cow-Calf Management School 6 PM
2/2	 High Tunnel Production School 12:30 PM
2/2	 Pesticide & Fertilizer Study Session 7 PM
2/3	 Pastures for Profit Webinar 2 7 PM
2/4	 Master Gardeners Lunch & Learn 12 PM
2/8	 Ohio Cow-Calf Management School 6 PM
2/9	 High Tunnel Production School 12:30 PM
2/10	 Master Gardeners Happy Hour 4 PM
2/11	 East OH Women in Ag Webinar 12 PM
2/12	 A Day in the Woods 10 AM
2/15	 Ohio Cow-Calf Management School 6 PM
2/16	 High Tunnel Production School 12:30 PM
2/18	 Master Gardeners Lunch & Learn 12 PM
2/19	 Winter Agricultural Outlook Meeting 10 AM
2/22	 Ohio Cow-Calf Management School 6 PM
2/23	 Pesticide & Fertilizer Recertification 5 PM
2/24	 Master Gardeners Happy Hour 4 PM
2/25	 East OH Women in Ag Webinar 12 PM
2/26	 Friday Farm Coffee Break 10 AMM
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EXTENSION’S MOST WANTED

PHRAGMITES

 For a schedule of Agronomy programs, see page 9. A Farm Office Live schedule is available on the last page. Visit jefferson.osu.edu 
or join the Agriculture & Natural Resources Group on our Facebook page @JeffCoExtension for updates and future webinars, podcasts 
and other great opportunities! 

Phragmites (Phragmites australis) is a non-native perennial grass this is commonly referred to as common reed. The wetland 
grass thrives in its name sake - wetlands or low areas - but can also establish itself in other areas as well. It is commonly 
found along roadsides in ditches, in retention ponds and bioswales, along the edges of ponds, rivers and lakes. Phragmites 
will completely infiltrate a wetland, quickly becoming a monoculture, or a single species. It is considered invasive as it 
outcompetes all other plants and displaces wildlife as it becomes the ‘top-plant,’ at least in numbers, in a given area. In the 
fall, phragmites begins to turn from its summer green to yellow and ultimately tan. Currently, the plants are brown and the 
seed heads are in their full fluffiness. Phragmites can grow very tall, with some references stating that plants can top out at 
20 feet. If the plant’s presence wasn’t bad enough, it can obstruct views of water and nature, along a slew of other negative 
impacts.

The US Fish and Wildlife describes the arrival of phragmites to the US in the early 19th century. Its orgin was likely European 
and was first noticed in coastal ports primarily in the eastern states. The rapid spread in the 20th century was likely tied 
transportation including roads, highways and railways; habitat disturbances; development of shorelines; pollution; and 
eutrophication. Phragmites takes advantage of disturbed sites and can also be an indicator of a wetland system that is out 
of balance. Once it finds its way onto a given site, it begins to spread and the establishment of what often is a monoculture 
quickly follows. The plant can spread easily by seeds and rhizomes and can also become established in much harsher 
conditions. It is one tough and adaptable plant. 

Other ecological impacts include: imparment of recreational use of wetlands and shorelands, decrease of property values, 
increase fire risks, and large accumulation of biomass.

Its toughness calls for an ongoing multifacet management approach.   The first step in the successful management of 
phragmites includes identification - the earlier the better! The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) has 
published a resource, A Guide to the Control and Management of Invasive Phragmites, that you might want to check out. It 
can be found at: go.osu.edu/michphragmites.

In Ohio we are also asking people to report phragmites and other invasive species on the Great Lakes Early Detection 
Network (GLEDN) App. For more information about the App and how you can help, check out the website at: apps.
bugwood.org/apps/gledn.

Photo by Steve Dewey, Utah State University, Bugwood.org

By Amy Stone, OSU Extension, Lucas County

Cooperative Connection

*Subject to change

http://jefferson.osu.edu
http://go.osu.edu/michphragmites
http://apps.bugwood.org/apps/gledn
http://apps.bugwood.org/apps/gledn
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Check out our new show!
Taking Root

in Ohio Valley Agriculture
Airs on SCS-TV Comcast Channel 15 in Jefferson 

County

Each episode covers topics of interest for 
eastern Ohio agriculture, including interviews 

with growers, producers and gardeners as well 
as informational segments on tree identification, 

forestry, soils, gardening and more!

Missed an episode? We will be posting episodes 
on our Facebook page (@JeffCoExtension) and 

website (go.osu.edu/takingroot)

SCS-TV is a product of 
the Steubenville City 
Schools’ multimedia 
program. We greatly 
appreciate their support!

MASTER GARDENER 
VOLUNTEERS 
HORTICULTURE 
LUNCH & LEARN 
and HAPPY HOUR 
WEBINARS
Back again starting this January and open to the 
public! Full schedule and registration information 

available at mastergardener.osu.edu/lnlhh

Lunch & Learns
Thursdays 12-1 PM
January 7th
January 21st
February 4th
February 18th

Happy Hours
Wednesdays 4-5 PM

January 13th
January 27th

February 10th
February 24th

High Tunnel Production School

OHIO WOODLAND STEWARDS

We are pleased to announce that A DAY in the WOODS will be 
offering winter programming on the 2nd Friday of each month 10 
- 11:30 AM (January-March 2021) virtually. We hope to offer some 

live programming later in 2021, and will provide details when 
they become available.  For more information about our exciting 

line up of programs this winter visit go.osu.edu/2021dwwinter

January 8: The Fall & Rise of Bald Eagles in Ohio

February 12: “Advice from the Woods” question and answer 
session with professional foresters and wildlife biologists. Submit 

your questions in advance by email to apsley.1@osu.edu.

March 12: Native trees and shrubs for wildlife

Also, don’t forget to visit u.osu.edu/seohiowoods regularly to 
view our ever growing video library of including: Tree ID series, 
chainsaw safety and maintenance series, and 25+ videos from 

our 2020 DAY in the WOODS offerings.

A DAY
WOODSin the

The OSU Specialty Crops Team and Ohio Controlled Environment 
Agriculture Center is excited to offer a live virtual High Tunnel and 

Season Extension School in January and February 2021.

The program will include six live sessions addressing questions 
raised by growers ranging in experience from beginner to 

advanced. Sessions are interactive, last one hour, and cover two 
key subjects.

Registration is free and you may sign-up for as many sessions as 
you wish. All sessions are virtual and will be from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
ET on the days listed (Tuesdays in January and February 2021).

Contact Matt Kleinhenz with questions about this event at
Kleinhenz.1@osu.edu

February 2
February 9
February 16

January 12
January 19
January 26

Visit go.osu.edu/2021htunnels to view registration 
information as it becomes available

http://go.osu.edu/takingroot
http://mastergardener.osu.edu/lnlhh
http://go.osu.edu/2021dwwinter
http://u.osu.edu/seohiowoods
http://go.osu.edu/2021htunnels
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Jefferson & Harrison
MASTER GARDENER 
VOLUNTEERS

NOW ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS

Training Topics
basic botany

soils, fertilizer and compost
entomology

plant pathology
integrated pest management

plant propagation and houseplants
lawn care

home herb, vegetable and fruit 
production

backyard wildlife management
pollinators

Monday, July 12th 5-8 PM Master Gardener Volunteer 
Orientation & Teaching Skills Lab

Thursday, July 22nd 5-8 PM Garden Soils Lab
Tuesday, July 27th 1-4 PM Plant Diagnostics Lab
Thursday, August 5th 5-8 PM Propagation Methods Lab
Monday, August 9th 1-4 PM Fruit Production Lab
Wednesday, August 11th 5-8 PM Fruit Production Lab
Thursday, August 12th 1-4 PM Season Extension Lab
Monday, August 23rd 1-4 PM Arboretum Tour
Tuesday, August 31st 5-8 PM Pollinator Plot Tour
Thursday, September 2nd 1-4 PM Project Presentations

NEW THIS YEAR: The 2021 Master 
Gardener Volunteer training will 
consist of both online modules, 

hands-on labs and tours, and either 
a writing or presentation project. 

Interns are expected to attend 
orientation and a minimum of 5 

labs but can pick and choose either 
by topic or date that best fits into 

their schedule. Cost of the training 
is $100 per person.

Orientation and lab schedule:

To learn more about the application process, visit go.osu.edu/becomejeffharrmgv.
Send questions to Erika Lyon at lyon.194@osu.edu or call 740-461-6136.

Master Gardener Volunteers in Ohio offer assistance with home horticultural questions, pest 
identification, school programs, demonstrations, research, and continuing education programs. 
Working with county Ohio State Extension personnel, Master Gardener Volunteers provide 
educational services to their communities. If you are a garden enthusiast, this is a great 
opportunity to share your gardening know-how and skills with others in your community.

http://go.osu.edu/becomejeffharrmgv
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2021 Ohio Cow – Calf 
Management Schools

 
*Due to COVID restrictions, the 2021 

OSU Extension Cow-Calf Schools will be 
coming to you virtually. 

Please note the change in dates and times 
from the November-December Newsletter 

Join us for one or all of a series Monday 
evenings 6-8 PM as we address the 

following:

Making Hay for Beef Cattle
January 18th: Getting Started

Reviewing Forage Fertility – Jason Hartsuch
New Seeding Species Selection – Christine Gelley

January 25th: Addressing Hay Shortfalls
Annual Forage Options – Allen Gahler

Baleage Do’s and Don’ts – Jason Hartschuh

February 1st: Hay! Now What?
Forage Analysis – Ted Wiseman
Forage Storage 101 – Garth Ruff

Cow-Calf Management
February 8th: Breeding Season Considerations

Managing the Breeding Season – Alvaro Garcia-
Guerra

EPD Update: Breeding for Cow Longevity – John 
Grimes

February 15th: Managing Reproduction
Semen Handling – Dean Kreager

Preg Checking – Allen Gahler

February 22nd: Improving Profits
Making Cow Culling Decisions – Dean Kreager

Maximizing Feeder Calf Value – Garth Ruff

REGISTER AT: go.osu.edu/2021cowcalfschools

TUESDAY January 26, 6:30 – 8:00 PM

Join the OSU Extension Beef Team as we kick off 2021 
with our Ohio Cow-Calf Outlook meeting. This program 

will take a look at the cattle markets and how management 
decisions influence marketing outcomes, including calf 

value in the marketplace.

FREE REGISTRATION at go.osu.edu/cowcalfoutlook

Presenter: Dr. Kenny Burdine, Livestock Marketing 
Specialist

University of Kentucky Extension

Must Pre-Register online to receive Zoom webinar link.
Contact information: Garth Ruff, ruff.72@osu.edu

Ohio Cow-Calf Outlook 
Webinar

The virtual Pastures for Profit course will consist of three 90-minute 
webinars offering a variety of pasture and grazing topics. Once 

registered, attendees will be granted access to the online course 
including the webinars and complementary resources. Participants that 
attend all three webinars will have the opportunity to earn a certificate 
of completion. Registered participants will also receive their choice of a 

curriculum binder or USB drive of the traditional course by mail. 

Wednesday, January 13th 7 PM  Webinar 1:
Core Grazing Education: Evaluating Resources and Goal Setting, Getting 

Started Grazing, Soil Fertility

Wednesday, February 3rd 7 PM  Webinar 2:
The Science of Grazing: Understanding Plant Growth, Fencing and 

Water Systems, Meeting Animal Requirements on Pasture

Wednesday, March 3rd 7 PM  Webinar 3:
Meeting Grazing Goals: Pasture Weed Control, Economics of Grazing, 

Creating and Implementing Grazing Plans

Cost of the course is $50, which includes the Pastures for Profit manual. 
Current and new members of the Ohio Forage and Grasslands Council 

are eligible for a $10 discount on registration. Register by visiting: 
afgc.org/ofgcwebinar

http://go.osu.edu/2021cowcalfschools
http://go.osu.edu/cowcalfoutlook
http://afgc.org/ofgcwebinar
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East Ohio 
Women in 
Agriculture
Upcoming 
Events & 
Webinars

Webinars run from 12-1 PM & Field Days begin at 
5:30 PM

•	 January 14 - Tax Law meeting
•	 January 28 - Cast Iron Cooking meeting
•	 February 11 - QPR Training
•	 February 25 - Farm Insurance meeting
•	 March 2 - Tractor Equipment Operation Field 

Day
•	 March 11 - Loans
•	 March 25 - Fruit Tree Pruning

2021 Agronomy Events
For additional information, visit go.osu.edu/2021agcropsweb

PrecisionU: Tackling Spring Operations with Reduced Working 
Days (10-11 AM; Register at go.osu.edu/PrecisionU)
	 January 5 - Gambling with Planting Decisions
	 January 12 - Improving Fertilizer Efficiency with the Planter Pass
	 January 19 - Pre-season Crop Protection Decisions
	 January 26 - Sprayer Technology to Improve Field Performance

Soil Health Q&A Series - Every Thursday  (Starts at 8AM; 
Register at go.osu.edu/2021shseries)
	 January 7 - March 18 excluding March 11

Ag Tech Tuesdays (10-11AM; Register at agnr.osu.edu/
events/ag-tech-tuesdays-0)

Agronomy Updates (9 AM - 4 PM; Register at go.osu.edu/2021cornsoyupdate)
	 February 11 - Corn & Soybeans

Getting Started with… (8:30-10:30 AM; Register at                                           
go.osu.edu/2021specialtygrains)
	 January 14 - Getting Started with Specialty Small Grains
	 February 4 - Getting started with Seed Production
	 March 4 - Getting Started with IP and Non-GMO Crop Production

Jefferson County Extension

Weather Outlook & Options Webinars (8:30-11 AM; Register at 
go.osu.edu/2021agriweather)
	 January 21 - Disease Management Options for Today’s Weather 
	 February 18 - Managing Water in Today’s Wet and Dry Growing Seasons 
	 March 18 - Growing Season Weather Outlook and Changing Climate 	

Friday Farm Coffee Breaks @ 10am
20 minute videos posted to                 

go.osu.edu/farmcoffeebreak
 

January 22: CAFO Requirements
February 26: Farm Wildlife Management

March 26: Water Quality Testing
April 23: Noxious Weeds of Eastern Ohio

Questions? Contact Erika Lyon at 
lyon.194@osu.edu or 740-461-6136Registration information will be posted to 

jefferson.osu.edu in the near future!

http://go.osu.edu/2021agcropsweb
http://go.osu.edu/PrecisionU
https://go.osu.edu/2021shseries
http://agnr.osu.edu/events/ag-tech-tuesdays-0
http://agnr.osu.edu/events/ag-tech-tuesdays-0
https://go.osu.edu/2021cornsoyupdate
https://go.osu.edu/2021specialtygrains
https://go.osu.edu/2021agriweather
https://go.osu.edu/farmcoffeebreak
http://jefferson.osu.edu
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Pesticide & Fertilizer 
Exam Study Sessions
7-9 PM on the dates 

listed

Study sessions will be held 
virtually until further notice. 

Registration is required - 
call 740-461-6136 or email  

lyon.194@osu.edu to request 
the Zoom link.

Tuesday, February 2
Tuesday, March 30

Monday, April 19

Cattle Producers:

The Beef Checkoff program was developed as part of the 1985 Farm Bill and assesses $1 per head on cattle sales, 
in addition to an assessment on imported beef and beef products. It was formed for the purpose of promoting beef 
to consumers and to encourage food businesses to sell beef products with the goal of improving, maintaining, 
and developing markets for cattle. The program was approved by a majority of producers at the time in a national 
referendum vote, after which it became a mandatory program for producers to participate in. However, there is 
now some debate over whether the program has succeeded in its goal of improving and developing markets as 
some producers are reporting low- to no bids on their cattle and limited market improvement and access.

According to the USDA-Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), “On July 2, 2020, AMS received notification that 
a petition was initiated requesting a referendum on the termination of the Beef Promotion and Research Order.  
Petitioners will have from July 2, 2020, to July 2, 2021, to gather signatures which then must be submitted to AMS 
by August 1, 2021, for validation.  The Beef Promotion and Research Act of 1985 requires a representative group 
comprising of 10 percent or more of the number of cattle producers to petition the Secretary of Agriculture for a 
referendum. The 2017 Census of Agriculture estimates that there were 882,692 farms with cattle and calves in the 
United States; therefore, 88,269 valid signatures are needed for the Secretary of Agriculture to determine whether 
a referendum would take place.”

If you would like to learn more about the petition process and view frequently asked questions, visit ams.usda.
gov/rules-regulations/research-promotion/beef/petition. The petition can be accessed here.

(This is not an endorsement of the Beef Promotion and Research Order petition - this is solely meant to inform 
producers that this process is underway and where they can find information on the petition process).

For more information on 
obtaining a pesticide license, 
visit pested.osu.edu. For 
fertilizer certification, visit 
nutrienteducation.osu.edu. 
You can also contact the 
Jefferson County Extension 
office with any questions.

Study materials 
can be found on 
these websites. 
Hard copies of 

study materials may 
be in stock at the 
Jefferson County 
Extension office - 

call ahead to check 
availability.

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/research-promotion/beef/petition
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/research-promotion/beef/petition
https://form.jotform.com/201785981248062
http://pested.osu.edu
http://nutrienteducation.osu.edu


Cooperative Connection 11 Jefferson County Extension

“Where are we going with US and Global Trade?” 
Tuesday, January 5, 2021, 3:00-4:00 pm EST

Dr. Ian Sheldon will examine the effect of the pandemic on global 
trade and how that compares to its impact on both global and U.S. 
agricultural trade. This will be followed by an evaluation of where 
we are on the Phase 1 Agreement with China, and what we might 

expect on trade policy from the incoming administration. 
Register at: go.osu.edu/2021outlooktrade

“Climate and Grain Market Outlook”
January 22, 2021, 10:00-11:30 am EST

Aaron Wilson with OSU Extension and the Byrd Polar Climate 
Center and Ben Brown, previously with AEDE will be hosting a 

climate and grain market outlook as Ohio producers start to make 
plans for 2021. Key points for will cover the short-term outlook on 
Ohio and regional weather, long term season climate trends, grain 

market analysis, and marketing strategies. 
Register at: go.osu.edu/2021outlookgrainclimate1

“Climate and Grain Market Outlook”
February 19, 2021 10:00-11:30 am EST

Aaron Wilson with OSU Extension and the Byrd Polar Climate 
Center and Ben Brown, previously with AEDE will be hosting a 

climate and grain market outlook as Ohio producers start to make 
plans for 2021. Key points for will cover the short-term outlook on 
Ohio and regional weather, long term season climate trends, grain 

market analysis, and marketing strategies. 
Register at: go.osu.edu/2021outlookgrainclimate2

“Food Waste: Trends & Updates”
March 5, 2021, 11:00-Noon EST

Dr. Brian Roe will be the guest speaker. Participants will learn 
about the economic, environmental and social implications of food 

waste; the implications of the COVID pandemic on household 
level food waste; and learn about recent recommendations for 

reducing food waste among consumers proposed by the National 
Academy of Sciences.

Register at: go.osu.edu/2021outlookfoodwaste

 

The outlooks are free and open to the public. 
For the complete program information, visit                                         

go.osu.edu/outlook2021.

“Local Food and Direct Marketing”
March 5, 2021, 12:00-1:00 pm EST

Dr. Zoë Plakias will describe the key trends in direct marketing 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, how they impact businesses and 
organizations, detail the possible challenges and opportunities for 

direct marketing post pandemic, and predict the possible impacts for 
their business or organization post- pandemic.

Register at: go.osu.edu/outlooklocalfood

“Climate and Grain Market Outlook”
March 11, 2021 10:00-11:30 am EST

Aaron Wilson with OSU Extension and the Byrd Polar Climate Center 
and Ben Brown, previously with AEDE will be hosting a climate and 

grain market outlook as Ohio producers start to make plans for 2021. 
Key points for will cover the short-term outlook on Ohio and regional 
weather, long term season climate trends, grain market analysis, and 

marketing strategies. 
Registration TBA

“Farm Income and Financial Outlook”
March 15, 2021, Noon-1:00 EST

Dr. Ani Katchova will provide the 2021 farm income forecast, the 
2021-2031 USDA Baseline projections of farm income, commodity 

markets, and trade, indicators and their accuracy, and financial stress 
including ag loan delinquency rates and bankruptcy rates.

Register at: go.osu.edu/outlookfarmincome

2021 Winter Agricultural Policy & 
Outlook Meetings 

The 2021 Agricultural Policy and Outlook winter meetings, hosted by the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental 
Sciences Department of Agricultural, Environmental, and Development Economics (AEDE) and OSU Extension will offer 

much-needed industry news and insight to those involved in the agricultural industry during a time marked with so much 
global uncertainty. 

http://go.osu.edu/2021outlooktrade
https://go.osu.edu/2021outlookgrainclimate1
http://go.osu.edu/2021outlookgrainclimate2
http://go.osu.edu/2021outlookfoodwaste
http://go.osu.edu/outlook2021
http://go.osu.edu/outlooklocalfood
http://go.osu.edu/outlookfarmincome


Happy New Year
from Jefferson County 4-H

Location: VIRTUALLY from 

your own home!

Cost: FREE

Details: Designed for middle & 

high school youth (grades 5-12) 

who have an interest in STEM 

and coding

Contact Information:

Lauren Traister, Vermont 4-H, 

lauren.traister@uvm.edu

Margo Long, Ohio 4-H, 

long.1632@osu.edu

https://www.4-h.org/about/4-h-at-home/holidays/snow
http://ohio4h.org/familyguide
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/4HWorldChangers
mailto:lauren.traister@uvm.edu
mailto:long.1632@osu.edu


https://ohio4h.org/events/state-4-h-virtual-horse-communications-contest
http://www.go.osu.edu/jsd2021


https://go.osu.edu/JFC2021Discussion
https://go.osu.edu/blastoffreg


mailto:allison.325@osu.edu
mailto:mckee.652%20@osu.edu
mailto:aftanas.2@osu.edu


mailto:aftanas.2@osu.edu
mailto:allison.325@osu.edu
mailto:aftanas.2@osu.edu
mailto:allison.325@osu.edu
v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://youtu.be/Q6tEKXvnFRY
mailto:aftanas.2@osu.edu
mailto:allison.325@osu.edu




jefferson.osu.edu
mailto:allison.325@osu.edu
mailto:aftanas.2@osu.edu
mailto:stumbo.5@osu.edu
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http://go.osu.edu/healthymindsSPIN
http://yqca.org/


go.osu.edu/spinnyny
https://ohio4h.org/events/ohio-4-h-conference
go.osu.edu/4HMHtraining


mailto:aftanas.2@osu.edu
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mailto:aftanas.2@osu.edu
https://u.osu.edu/cloverbudconnections


mailto:allison.325@osu.edu


Ohio State University Extension Jefferson County greatly appreciates the support of the Jefferson 
County Commissioners: Dr. Thomas Graham, Dave Maple, Jr., and Tony Morelli.

Ohio State University Extension embraces human diversity and is committed to ensuring that all 
research and related educational programs are available to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis 
without regard to age, ancestry, color, disability, gender identity or expression, genetic information, 
HIV/AIDS status, military status, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status. 

This statement is in accordance with United States Civil Rights Laws and the USDA.

Topics to be addressed this winter include:
Outlook on Crop Input Costs and Profit Margins

Outlook on Cropland Values and Cash Rents
Outlook on Interest Rates

Tax Issues That May Impact Farm Businesses
Legal trends for 2021
Legislative updates

Farm business management and analysis updates
Farm succession & estate planning updates

Each Farm Office Live will start off with 
presentations on select ag law and farm 

management topics from our experts and then 
we’ll open it up for questions from attendees 

on other topics of interest.  Viewers can attend 
“Farm Office Live” online each month on 

Wednesday evening or Friday morning, or can 
catch a recording of each program. The full slate 

of offerings for this winter:

January 13th 7:00 – 8:30 pm
January 15th 10:00 – 11:30 am
February 10th 7:00 – 8:30 pm

February 12th 10:00 – 11:30 am
March 10th 7:00 – 8:30 pm

March 12th 10:00 – 11:30 am
April 7th 7:00 – 8:30 pm

April 9th 10:00 – 11:30 am

FARM OFFICE Live
 

Farm Office Live returns virtually this winter as an opportunity for you to get the latest outlook and updates on ag law, 
farm management, ag economics, farm business analysis and other related issues from faculty and educators with the 

College of Food, Agriculture and Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State University.

Who’s on the Farm Office Team?  Our team features OSU experts 
ready to help you manage your farm office:

Peggy Kirk Hall -- agricultural law, Dianne Shoemaker -- farm business 
analysis and dairy production, David Marrison -- farm management, 

Barry Ward – farm management and tax

Register at  go.osu.edu/farmofficelive
We look forward to you joining us this winter!

http://go.osu.edu/farmofficelive



